
 

 
 

 

 

At the Crossroads 

A Series of Services for the Season of Lent by Rev. Ted Schroeder 

Many of those involved in the story of the Passion of Christ came to a 

crossroads and had to decide which way to go. Some chose well, 

some did not, and the stories of each of these experiences at various 

crossroads helps us to know what to do and what not to do when we 

encounter similar crossroads in our own lives. In the end, each service 

in the series reveals in some way how Christ and his cross help us to 

decide which path is in line with God’s will for us. 

Ash Wednesday, March 1 

Confession • Psalm 32:1-5 

As a model for us, the psalmist David reaches the crossroads of 

confession and confesses his sins to the Lord. We are called to 

confess our sins to the Son of David and find forgiveness in him. 

Wednesday, March 8 

Betrayal • John 13:21-30 

When Judas Iscariot comes to the point where he must either listen to 

Jesus or listen to the devil, he chooses to betray Jesus. When we are 

tempted by Satan to betray our Lord, we must gain strength from our 

Savior to say, “No” to the devil. 

Wednesday, March 15 

Judgment • Matthew 27:11-26 

When Pontius Pilate is called upon by the crowds to make a judgment 

call about Jesus, his decision not to decide results in the death of 

Christ. We look to the cross of Christ to make definitive judgment 

calls in our lives. 
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Wednesday, March 22 

Compassion • Luke 22:47-51 

When Jesus is taken into custody, he chooses to show compassion to a 

wounded participant in the arrest. We are called to show compassion, 

not anger, even to those in our midst whom we might consider our 

enemies. 

Wednesday, March 29 

Declaration • Luke 22:54-62 

When Peter is asked to declare whether or not he knows Jesus, he 

decides to deny his Savior. When questioned about our Lord, we are 

called to boldly declare our faith in Christ. 

Wednesday, April 5 

Obedience • Matthew 26:36-46 

When Jesus nears the time when he must die for our sins, he asks his 

Father if the cup might pass from him. But when the time comes, he 

obeys his Father’s will. When we are called upon to follow God’s 

will, we must obey. 

 

Worship Schedule 
Sundays in March 

  8:30 a.m. Confirmation in the parsonage  

  9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School in the church lower level  

  9:15 a.m. Choir rehearsal and sing in church (March 5 and 26) 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

11:00 a.m. Luther League and Sunday School to  

  AirFX Trampoline Park (March 19) 

 

Wednesdays in March 

  9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing in the Parish Hall 

  6:00 p.m. Luther League Soup Supper (March 8, 15, 22 and 29) 

  6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship at the Parish Hall 

  7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship (March 1) at the church 

  7:30 p.m. Reformation Study and Discussion at the Parish Hall 

  8:00 p.m. Worship and Music Committee (March 8) 

  8:00 p.m. Tanzania Companion Coordinators (March 15) 



Congregation Council and  

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 16, 2017. The 

Council meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the 

church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in the 

church office. The elected officers on the congregation council are: 

Karl Krueger, President; Wayne Woline, Vice President; Lisa Kempf, 

Secretary; and Monte Kann, Treasurer. 

 

Through February 21, 2017: 

Giving  $45,985.63 

Expenses $13,141.26 

Mission Support   $4,075.20 

Net Income $28,769.17 

 

Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated.If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 

please direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  

 

Prayer Vigil 
We will have a 24-hour prayer vigil beginning at 8:30 p.m. on Ash 

Wednesday (March 1 until 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 2.) There is 

a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Sign up for a half hour prayer time. 

There can be two persons for each time slot. You can also choose to 

pray at church or at your own home, please indicate which location 

you choose. There will be someone at the church throughout the 

prayer vigil to monitor the door (use the west entrance). 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
On Sunday, February 5, the Luther League’s fundraiser brought in 

109 food items and $491.40 in donations for The Fellowship Cup. 

Thank you for your very generous donations! 

 

Easter Lilies 
Easter Lilies will be available from Hy-Vee in Mt. Pleasant for those 

wishing to order a lily to be displayed during Easter Sunday Worship. 



The deadline for orders will be in the April newsletter. The price for 

Easter lilies is $10.00. Please turn in your monies (checks made out to 

Hy-Vee) to the church office or Lynn Graf. If the flower is given in 

memory or in honor of someone, please let the church office know 

before noon on Friday, April 14. Lilies may be taken home after the 

Easter service. 

 

Gideons Presentation 
Bill Fortin will be at our March 12 worship service to give us an 

update on the work and mission of the Gideons. There will be an 

offering plate in the narthex (east entrance) for a freewill offering for 

the Gideons. 

 

Worship and Music Committee 
The next meeting is on March 8. At this meeting our committee will 

come up with goals for what we should have for the coming year. 

 

Community Connect Photo Directory 

 
Lifetouch will be here to take pictures of all our members for a new 

Community Connect Guide on March 16, 17, and 18, 2017. A 

Community Connect Guide is similar to the traditional photo 

directory, but it will be half the size and will only contain pictures of 

church members with their contact information. There will not be 

activity pages. The Community Connect Guide will be more easily 

updated as our members change. 
 

A host/hostess will be in the narthex (east entrance) on March 5 and 

12, 2017 to assist you may sign up for your appointment time.  
 

When you come for your scheduled appointment, bring your Feed the 

Need bag with a nonperishable food item for an additional $5 off 



coupon for your photo session. Families receive an additional $10 off 

portraits (should they purchase additional pictures). Seniors and 

military will receive a 20% discount on their order if they let the 

photographer know they want to use the senior or military discount. 

Each family who has a photo shoot will receive a FREE 8x10. There 

is no obligation to purchase. The free picture is the directory pose 

they choose. Also, generational pictures can’t be used for this free 

picture.  
 

We hope to see your family portrait in our updated Community 

Connect Guide. Families that do not have a photo taken will NOT 

receive a guide. There will be limited extra copies available. If photos 

for the guide are submitted, we ask that the photos be current/updated 

with the correct copyright release. There is a $10 charge for each 

submitted photo. 
 

If you have any neighbors, other family or friends that would like to 

benefit from having their photo taken, they too may schedule an 

appointment with us. They too will receive the discounts with a 

nonperishable food item. Check out the insert in this newsletter. 

 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

(WELCA) 
The Swedesburg WELCA continues their Mission Sewing at the 

Parish Hall through April 12. Everyone is invited to join in. There is a 

potluck lunch at noon, bring a dish to share. 

 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Baskets of Promise 

LWR Baskets of Promise are shared with people who have lost 

everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence. Give 

hope through a bar of soap. From March 2 through April 2 WELCA 

will gather items for these personal care kits throughout Lent. Items 

may be dropped off in the narthex. If you are able, please donate one 

item per week as follows: 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT: 

March 5:  ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 

52” x 27”), dark color recommended,  

March 12:  TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., 

any brand, in original wrapping,  



March 19:  ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging, 

(Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an 

individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no 

plastic bags or wrap.) 

March 26:  ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging, and  

April 2:  ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove 

packaging.  

Items may be dropped off in the box in the (entryway) narthex. 

Some important guidelines to remember: 

 Be sure to shop for light-weight or medium-weight towels, which 

are easier for Kit recipients to hand wash and air dry, take up less 

storage space and are considerably less expensive than the fluffier 

towels we may prefer to use. 

 Bath towels vary in size. The 52″ X 27″ size listed in the 

guidelines is the maximum size. 20″ x 40″ is a good guideline for 

a minimum size. Smaller bath towels are acceptable as long as 

they are not hand towels. 

 Please give new items only, except where otherwise noted. 

 Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages 

or your group’s name. 

 Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, 

patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, 

including camouflage. 

 Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. 

 All items should be new and in good condition. 

 Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 

 

Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for March: 

  5 Glenn & Lynn Graf 

12 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

19 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

26 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 



 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of months are 

kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each prior month’s newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are made to 

it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

Sunday School - Digging In to the Life of Jesus! 
 

 
The Sunday School kids created 30 Valentines on Sunday, February 

12. The Sunday School students and Emily Kann would like to send 

out a BIG THANK YOU to Betty Molander for donating stamps, 

ink, punches and scrapbook paper for the kids to use. Also THANK 

YOU to whoever donated the tub of construction paper. These 

supplies are greatly appreciated! 

    
 

Social Ministry 
The Spring Food Drive for The Fellowship Cup will be held April 2 

through 30, 2017. Donated items will be collected in the narthex 

(entryway) of the church. 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


The Social Ministry will host a Spring Brunch on Sunday, April 2, 

2017 beginning after church at the Parish Hall. A freewill donation 

will be accepted with everyone welcome to join us! 

 

This quarter Social Ministry Committee is encouraging through 

March the support of The Fellowship Cup. To donate please note in 

the memo of your check “Fellowship Cup” Thank you for your 

support of this worthwhile mission, and thank you to Ken Brown, 

director of The Fellowship Cup, who spoke at our February 5
th

 

worship. 

 

Blood Drive 
The Swedesburg Lutheran Church hosted a blood drive on February 9 

at the Parish Hall. The drive had 20 registered donors and netted 13 

donations! Thank you very much! The next blood drive will be on 

July 14, 2017. 

 

Evangelism Committee 
Coffee cups with the SELC logo filled with Hershey’s Kisses will be 

given to guests to worship. The cups are available in the narthex for 

all members, donations welcome. Postcards will be sent to members 

prior to the week that we pray for them in worship.  

 

Fundraisers for the Swedesburg Luther League 
We are taking orders through Saturday, March 11th for homemade 

lasagna and chicken casseroles that can be frozen or are ready to bake. 

Meals will be made and delivered on Saturday, March 18th. $20 for a 

9x13 or $15 for a 9x9. There is a signup sheet in the narthex.  

 

Soup suppers prior to the Wednesday midweek Lenten service.  

 

Collecting pop cans/bottles. Boxes at the church or give them to one 

of the Luther League members. 

 

150
th

 Anniversary Steering Committee 

A DVD of the 150
th

 Anniversary celebration on June 18-19, 2016 is 

available for purchase. These are available for $5 with a 2016 

Swedesburg anniversary calendar included for free. These items are 

available outside the pastor’s office in the lower level. 

 



Tanzania Companion Coordinators 

Our relationship with Ngaeni continues to grow, in spite of many 

changes they have faced this year. At our February Tanzania 

Companion Coordinator meeting, we reflected on our progress over 

the past year and discussed goals for 2017. 

 

One of the major goals Pastor Mrutu initiated was “the pig project” 

aiming to train more people in pig production to improve both the 

income and diet of Ngaeni families. It is no easy task to overcome the 

language, culture and distance barriers to figure out the most effective 

way to contribute, but with Tom Miller spearheading, we were able to 

provide $500 to purchase pigs and provide training. Ngaeni currently 

has 14 “keepers” for the pigs and plan to expand that number to 25 in 

2017. 

 

Ngaeni was assigned a new pastor, John Kinkoro, in 2016 and without 

our personal relationship with Safael Senkoro who hosted our visit to 

Ngaeni in 2014, we may well have lost communication. Safael 

connected us with Pastor Kinkoro and he has been a wonderful 

communicator, sending prayers, photos and news quite regularly. 

 

Recently, Ngaeni elected a new parish counsel and they developed a 

new strategic plan that is very focused on strengthening their ministry. 

Their new strategic plan includes: 
a) Conduct worship to bring the Light of Jesus Christ to his people. 

Maintaining evangelists and their salaries is important to this. About 

570 people attend Sunday services. 

b) Contribute fully to the District, Diocese, and ELCT for unity 

services.  

c) Improved & maintain Parish economy, including the pig project and 

Parish Plantation.  

d) Build a Parish Pastor's house  

e) Rehabilitation of the old church building at Lugulu 

 

Our 2017 goals include: 

Focus on strengthening the relationship between our two 

congregations to expand even more beyond the pastor including 

evangelists, leadership and membership of both congregations. 

 



Send another visiting team from Swedesburg to Tanzania sometime in 

the next 12 months. It sounds like we may be able to coordinate this 

with Gloria Dei in Cedar Rapids again. Contact Pastor Mark, Jackie 

Brawner, Tom Miller, Gayle Olson or Jan Towne if you would like to 

join us or want more information. 

 

Purchase one or more motorbikes to allow the evangelists to better 

serve the satellite locations.  Evangelists are critical to be able to 

reach all the sub-parishes in the Ngaeni church. Currently, evangelists 

must walk about 4-6 miles in mountainous terrain twice a week to get 

from their subparishes to Ngaeni’s main church besides their travel 

within the subparish. 

 

Our next Tanzanian Companion Coordinators meeting will be on 

March 15 following our midweek Lenten service at about 8 pm. All 

are invited to join us. 

 

Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA-Health Insurance Privacy 

and Portability Act), if you or a member of your family are 

hospitalized and would like the Pastor to visit, please contact the 

church office at (319) 254-2216, or Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 

Thank you’s 
Thank you for the dinner you provided our department. The food you 

made for us was excellent! We are very grateful for the large amounts 

of support our community shows us. It is our honor to serve you as 

firemen. It is your appreciation that reminds us that our efforts are not 

in vain. It is our hope that we are never needed, but if the need comes 

we are only a phone call away. Thank you again from all of us at the 

Olds Fire Department. 

Wade Fischer 

Lieutenant and Secretary of the Board of Directors 

Olds Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

 

Thank you: Swedesburg Social Ministry, Thank you so much for the 

donation of shoes and boots to our students. They are greatly 

appreciated by the students and us. So many times students only have 

one pair of tennis shoes! Thanks again for your continued support of 

WMU!                                                                          Brooke McArtor 



Thank you for your generous donation to our program. Your 

continued support is greatly appreciated by staff and clients alike! 

Thank you, Domestic Violence Intervention Program 

 

Thank you to the Sunday School for their valentines and for covering 

my office door with notes of love and encouragement. 

Pastor Mark 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: Thank you for the generous 

financial donation. New clients sign up every week for food 

assistance. Together, we are seeking to make a difference here in 

Henry County. Programs are growing! We pray to continue to be 

good stewards of the resources that are donated to the Fellowship 

Cup. Numerous families have signed up for assistance. The Medical 

Equipment Library is serving residents with necessary helping 

devices. RSVP SHIIP helps individuals discover insurance plans. The 

Fellowship Cup continues to find new ways to serve our community.  

Sincerely, Ken Brown, Executive Director 

 

Thank you for your generous gift of $2,000 to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) for the ministry of Brian 

Palmer. Your generosity shows your commitment to walking in 

newness alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world. 

Thanks for your support! 

Andrew G. Steele, Director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 

  



 

March is National Professional Social Work Month 

March is National Professional Social Workers Month, a time to 

recognize social workers and thank them for all they do. At Lutheran 

Services in Iowa (LSI), we’re grateful for our many social workers 

who have dedicated their lives to serving their communities! 

 

Maybe you’ve never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet, 

whether you realize it or not, you’ve had the benefit of their behind-

the-scenes work in your community. Social workers help people help 

themselves in overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or 

managing challenges of everyday living: poverty, abuse, mental 

illness, depression, addiction, disability and many other situations. 

Thank you to all of Iowa’s social workers, especially those at LSI. 

We’re proud of you. 

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Finding Calm 

Nine-year-old JD lost track of how many days he was removed from 

school. He would throw things in the classroom, or rip up his papers. 

Almost every day, he was separated from his classmates and taken to 

the “Intervention Room,” an empty classroom where children have 

the opportunity to calm down and refocus. But nothing worked.  

 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


That’s when JD’s dad, Jerry, turned to LSI. With his team of LSI 

therapists and caseworkers, JD has found an interesting way to control 

his anger: his rock collection. He’s always had a love of gathering 

“cool, unique-looking” rocks, and AriAnna, his LSI therapist, has 

incorporated that into their sessions together.  

 

“Rocks can be used as great relaxation tools, and he spent a lot of 

time pouring over the rocks I had in my office,” AriAnna said. JD 

started his rock collection with AriAnna and began bringing it to 

school with him. He carries his favorites in his “positive choice 

pouch.” “When I hold them in my hand and breathe, it calms me 

down,” says JD. 

 

Jerry says LSI’s help has been life-changing for his son. “He’s 

making better choices now. I’m really proud of him,” he says. This 

year, JD has been removed from class only once, and for only 15 

minutes. “He has a different identity at school now,” AriAnna says. 

“He’s creative and insightful. Now, he knows what he sees in himself, 

and he wants to share that with others.”   



 

We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families.  

Please pray in March for: 

 

March 5: 
Joe & Teresa Cluney, Michael 

Dean & Laura Craig, Tyler 

Todd & Kate Christ 

Johanna Crawford 

Chad Daniel 

Chet Daniel 

 

March 12: 
John & Lori Daniel 

Valerie Daniel, Ryan 

Ronald Davis 

Aaron & Anna Deardorff, Dominic 

Doug & Donna Deardorff 

 

March 19: 
Denise Deierling, Jameson 

Deborah Derby 

David & Jessica Diers, Dalton and Drew 

Robert & Jennifer Ehrlich 

Kyle & Kailey Emerson 

 

March 26: 
Steve & Kris Emerson 

Adam Erickson 

Sara Erickson 

Tom & Janet Erickson 

Chad & Jaime Fraise, Landan, Dalton and Noah 

  

 



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT:  
 Taryn and Rod Ryan had a baby girl Karley Grace on Monday, 

January 23. She was welcomed home by her two older sisters, 

Hailey and Aubrey. Jim and Janey Lauer are Karley's maternal 

grandparents. 

 Anne and Kyle Burnham had a baby boy. He was born January 

6th. His name is Cameron Douglas. Cameron has an older 

brother, Lincoln. Grandmother is Elizabeth Graber and Vicky 

Bergstrom is his Great Grandmother. 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to all the members that continue to support the Property 

committee during the planning for renovations to the Parish Hall 

kitchen. 

 the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center for providing blood 

drives to assist in supplying our area hospitals with much needed 

blood products 

 to the Churchmen for hosting a wonderful freewill offering soup 

supper on February 7
th

 at the Parish Hall. 

 

 

 
Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune and have a 

contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be eligible vote at the next 

annual meeting. By signing your name on the friendship pad, you confirm that you 

have communed during that worship service. 
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